Behavioral toxicology: evaluating cognitive functions.
Behavioral toxicology is concerned with the identification of adverse effects on neural and behavioral functions resulting from exposure to a neurotoxicant. Many substances are known to have effects on cognitive functions such as memory, attention and perception. This paper reviews some of the issues that must be addressed when trying to assess these neurotoxic effects on cognition, and identifies a variety of paradigms that have been explored for use in behavioral toxicology.